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104 LETTERS/rrom tar Hon. HORACE WALPOLE 


_ 


7 ET-TER. LV. 


a Strawbgrry-hill, Augul 9, 1763. 
y : b< . . 

MY gallery < our promife ; ; the painters ani gilders finith to- 
morrow, and next is it wathes its hands. You talked of& the 15th; fhall 
I expect you then, and the countefs", and the conteflina*, and the 
baronefs *? 


e : 

Lord Digby is to.be married immediately to the pretty mifs Fielding; and 
Mr. Boothby, they fay, to lady Mary Douglas. What more news I know 
I tannot fend you; for I have had it from lady Denbigh and lady Bland- 
ford*, who have fo confounded names, genders, and circumftances, that I 
am not fure whether prince Ferdinand is not going to be married to the 


Hereditary: Prine€-\ Adieu! 
.. Yours ever, 


. HOR. WALPOLE, 


P.S. If*you want to know more of me, you may read a whole column 
of abufe upon mé in the Public Ledger of Thurfday Jaft ;, where they in- 
form me that the Scotch cannot be fo fenfible as the Englifh, becaufe ‘they 
have not fuch good writers, Alack! I am afraid the moff fenfible men in 
any country do ot write. é 

I had writ this laft night. ‘This morning I receive your paper of 
evafions, perfide que\vous étes! You may let it alone, you will never fee 


any thing like’my gall itys-And then to afk me to leave K the inftant it 


~~ 


is finithed:! I never HCD.a) requeft in*my days !—Why, all thevearth is 
beg di uf to come to feé\it: as Edging fays, I have had offers enough from 
blue and green ribbands\q make me a falbala-apron, Then I have jutt re- 
fuled t0-let Mrs. K—g— 9d heribifhop be inthe houfé with me, becaufe 







J expeéted ‘att you—TIt is‘mighty well, enighy fi fine Midlai fir, no, I ftrall not 
; bx : 
* Of Ailefbury. alias “ aes 
— Seymour Conway. * They were both Dutch women, ‘ssid fpoke 
+ Elizabeta Rich, fecond wife a Comme lord very bad Englith. 


. ; ~ come; 
/ , . 
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“aw 
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pes nor am. Tin a humour to do any thing elfe you defire : indeed, with- 

ut your provoking 1 me, I fhould not have come*intothe; propofal.of paying’ + * 
—“Cinsdin We have been duped and cheated every winger. ey Mei twenty 
undetta ) 26 rthing more 


\ 


~ 










years by the u s of operas, and never wi 

till, the laft nor can be terrified. at their “am aftonithed | 
you are.:, Sof prifigutcriss “me, the kinde ‘could do, 

would be. not to! x to hear their old thread-bare voices and 


frippery thefts at rr for C i himfelf, 1 would not go crofs the room 
to-hear him | ny a cl eternity. thould think | he could pres, nobody as 







dady Bingley by 
ee 
et +p ee dp 
~ igo ale my pees Boi Pe 
Qidk s April ‘odiat 
I AM O46 from the: fs'6f Argyl?s*, wh x ned, General 
Warburton: was there, | and faid it was the r ‘lords, that 


you are turned out—He imagined, of your regent it that, 1 fuppofe 
is a miftake for the bede ** Lthall.hear more to-night, and lady 
Strafford, who brings: you this, wall t We; yous though to be fure you will 
know eatlier by the poft. toawodtows My only ‘reafon for, writing is, to 
repeat to you, that whatever you do I shall actwith yout 1. 
thing done to, you-as to mytelfe My: fortunes: fhally never be feparated | 
fram. yours—exeept thane time or other 1 - yours will be a gtent, and 






~ 2 Ree $ . 
-go.on wi the. Tose Jeter ¥4 Pease was arise 














Mr.. Edward ~ ly not from: Gal’s widow. was going to | 

fay, my, difgraced fri ne delight Of Nido. sa fo beset 

| Rah se rhe ace, ee 
wae silted nw ps Gate ; sat . a 





gal Warbarton, and had” at the time of the poi re Wil 


honk F to queen for the publication of The North Britt —B— 
onway ee aieatert Mr. op eae was then in the houfe of come 
; os for having aie ate for i Lynn in Norfolk. 
LETT. : 
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die oni } ee me . x! 


f writ ’ go 
* ° 


LETTER LIX. ca 


py 


"Sieben A Shey night, eight Selock, April 21, 1764. 


I WRITE. te# yo ith a very bad head-ach ; I haye paffed ; a night, for, 
which —— ‘nd the duke of pals. many an utiealy one! Not." 
withftaiiding I heard from every body I met, that’ ‘your regiment, as well 
as bedchamber,. were taken away, ‘T would fot: believe it, till laft night the 
duchefs of G told’‘me, that the night before the duchefs of faid 
to her, “ Are not you very forry for. poor Mr. Conway? He has loft every 
thing.” ihe 4 the witch of Endory pities,, one knows the has taifed the 


















deval. he Sj 
a a sh ile: 
Lam come hithenalone. put nae alii to Lace order, snd to avoid 
fhowing the, fi fallin of ay refent ent, alle Liknow’ you would dif. 
approve ; i Four friend to rail., My anger fhall be a little 


more’manly, and the plan Fi; my revenge a little deeper Jaid than in peevith 
bon. gat You ihallignes ae ef ie indiguation i its Meretone 


"Tn at mean tine: let'me nee Gos the ve ht a nui fincere of 
all profefiions; to fuffér me to make your'lofs ag light as it: is in my power 
to make it: I have “fix thoufand: pounds ‘in the funds accept all, or what 
part you want.” Do.not imagine I will be put offwith a'refufal. ‘The re- 
trenchment of ‘my expences, which I. thall from: this hour a will 
convince you that I mean to re- placelyour fortune as far as lyan. When I 
‘thought you did no\want it, 1 shad madé another difpofitio). ‘You have 

. ever Pci the’ dearep’ ue ‘to me in. thesworld, You liave fhown that 
you deferve to be fo.-You) fuffer for” your {potlefs Se ae I 
w that there is. at Jeaft one man who knows h 


will, which Ti ety going te ee sah sin a tefl 









One cireumftance of bie oy aipaitiae ae 
dents Aa deferves to heighte The very day.on., which» your. difmi 
Was nowfiedy I received an order’ from, the treafury for 


Ges 439) money was: due to. me “there. Is it “poffible that’ they ¢ id thea: 
i any diftin@ion between “us? Haye I, IE i from ) you? 


We, Is. 


"@ 






Is there that {pot on earth where T can 7 i ences o salah paid court? 
Have I even left'my name at a miftifter’s door, fince frou took your part! 
If they have-dared to hint this, the’ ae that i is rityyg, fo you will 
bitterly “ie 4 pane ; 


. 
‘ 


I wit ipa to fee is letters you have sabe aigd the Bn end you 
have fent. Do you come to town? If you do. not, T will come to you” 
to-morrow fe'ninight, that is, the 29th. I give no advice om anny, thing, be- 
caufe you até cooler than I am—not {fo cool, I hope, as*to be infenfible to 
this outrage, this villainy, this injufti¢e!  Yowowe it to a id country. to, 








labour the — of fuch minifters! ‘oh 
Tam fo ' al afraid of. flows on decry ‘ fea 
this. Yet © account dy -of ;G- 

















orien elfe before 1 came 


night diford red me 

two hours this mor ling, de 

are fome who I know): ou seen #: , and thamedoe 
defigned I thould. feel my fhare: p a ol -myfelf—-but that 
ftruggie Soe ir bill, 

away but ge, who ‘fent for me,and. wrote the inclofed for you. Ht 
would have faid more both to you ‘a lady A——, but I would not 1 
hum, as he-is + however, he thinks himfelf that he thall a. I ho 


dois ings that can haunt thefe minifte 


pad 


was 1 do—and a 
aeey ‘could ‘write iit 


WT, 


ore 





FROM Tits Hon. HORACE WALPOLE 
‘ TE TTPER hee ae es 


5 ye 


Aslington-tiveet April 24, 1764. 
J REJOICE that ypu feel ‘your lofs* fo little : ‘that*you aét with dignity 
and propriety does not furprife me. To have you’ behave. in charaéter and 
‘with charaéter, is my firft, of all withes; for then it will not. be|in the 
power of man to make you unhappy. ~ Aik yourfelf—Is there a man in 
England with whom you would change character ¢—Is there @ man in 
England who would: not wéhange a you? ae chink how ame they 
have taken. atid i r LS 


‘at 


For‘ me, T hall certainly « oats myfelf as you al Sa ‘ Sher friend 
fhall fay and do nothing unworthy. friend. . Yow ¥overn me in 
every thing but one J mean the Pe 1 have.told you I fhall make% 
Nothing cativalter thab but “2 at change in youfifortune:, In another 
pfiint you partly mifu Kint I thall-explain h r 


I fhall certainly meet you here on gulada ye oy ions fail. We 
may laugh at a world in which we of us will remain “—° our ge: 










raéters.. Adieu! the dear family ! z ) 
a : a ds ° viene a 
; bie af hve ‘Py ee a WALPOLE, 
“ ¢ ¥ a «ity . iS ie a 
YQU will wonder 
figns yet, thor 
you, as aay ver finge 
fome caufe t member, 
ye to the Public, 
fig. 7s 





2 OF his empl | we 
oe NOF leaving a conbderable eile of his Sori to Mr. ociney a ee 
S ge. 2 The paper here alluded to ai Sai abe se 

\ f 
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“To-Ti® HoX. HENRY SEYMOUR CQNWAY; 109 
my mafters order me, as a fubaltern of the exchequer, \o drop you and de- 
fend them—but you will feetoo, thats, inftead of obeying, I have given 
warning. I would not oa any part of tranfaction to you, 
aa it Was out oftmy hands, becaufe I knew your afie&ion for me would 

not approve my going fo faf—But it was neceflary. .My honour required 
that 1 fhould declare my ‘adherence ‘to you in the moft authentic manner. 
I found that fome perfons had dared to doubt whether I wéuld rifk eve 
thing for yots You fee by ‘thefe letters that Mr. Grenville him 
had _ pre fo. Even a change in the adminiftratien, however un- 
likely, might happen before I had any opportunity of declaring myfelf ; 
and then thofe who fhowld choofe to put the worft conftragion, either 
on mig ions or my filence, might fay what they pleafed. [ yas wait- 

for fome opportunity + cheney’ “put it into my hands, ard Iytoo! 

caré not to let it flip. Indeed th put more intomy bands, which 
I have not let flip neither. Coul & they would give anaith abfur 

afraccount of Mr. Grenvi give it mein writing ?, They 
can only add to this Re Pp ¥ print) my letter, : 
which, however ftrong in fa L have taken care to make very decent in 
rts to] the candid (that is, I fear, the merce- 
; ‘that we muft not expecty: tue at’ leatt difarmed, 
















hary) on our fi fide. 


* Lerd Tavifiock has , ped his. handkerchief to iy Elizabeth Keppel, 
They all go to Woburn on Thuriday, and the ceremony is to be pers 
formed #8 foon as her brather,. the bithop, can arrive from, Exeter. Iam 
heartily el of Bedford does not fet her heart on Marrying 









me to any ody; Iam ure the would bring it abouts She has fome fmall 
‘intention.o unlogar a CO ANd mene et have forbidden, the se 
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ited ei kat ye ee Ug Pon cee pee a 
. ieee ti es 
e Rs RS ee / s-. © September a, 1764. 


I SEND yon the. 2 to The. cou ; it is ‘the loweft of all 
Grub-fireet, aud’ 1. hear ‘i i$ bsg = hte * ye ho thing better to fay, 
n 








By. 






than that Tar in, love with’ by Sa ae e ao years, and am 
10 giant: Iam a very Sonitaneel they might h ade the years 
"4 +e ‘the fame oat iendthip 





ve thirty ; 3 it long I T 
: dee a 





ne 


felt relations — “together. 












For atgu | £0 far seth any new ones, the man es up or denies 
moft a srmer. Lown lam rejoi ec ily =i id ape 
cah defend themfelves, but to bo ‘the of their malice and ! 
7 vuft be forely hiirt, when reduced to fach y., Yet there it oll 
paragraph however, which Think i ——— —_—"’s own inditing. It 
fays, I flattered, Solicited, Koad then jely Hd ie Ino pore expetted 
to hear myfelf accufed off than love you 3 ‘butl 


-fhall not laugh at the for in ae this own 
confammate vanity could ‘to’ flatter” Aim ! or 
that any man was conneéted with him, but who was low ah be 
paid for it. Where has’ one, fuck attachment? : 


« You"have your: Phil: ie ths tifcarFlage ab, Whe tip dire@ily 
Jaid at -your door: “repeated infinuations - againft your were ‘t—but I truft 
you will ia np pew then I do, pra. ‘the flattery, which I 
fhall not forget, I promirnaens te. lie SE 


came to town nici a 
Sotiacts it, what was 


pictures *! Don’t imagine Lo ne : ak e 









ee aes * , 


By A pamphles 2a ~ PE pail at 
anfwer to. another, called “An add 


Pear te or 
Ounter ag is publithed in the fecond vo- or Ttis now-at hes 
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1 duke - berland, fon 


of George the fecond. 





rosa How. HORACE WALPOLE 


€ as well, thare i in overturning. its liberty— 
= si 38 now; if they will be fools enough 


pie eveeey & ine : “ 





h 

You feed white defpitg, am for thas le, but perf tranquil. 
We have atted ety ea oa nothifi g to st pt nen 
We cannot cotnbat. fate. “We thall be left a) oft, alone 5, but T think 7s 
will no more go with the torrent - than I wi ~ Could Thaye forefeqn 
: tide of ill f ortunep I would have done juft as I have.dones and m sar 

thall hc on I have done right, For the reft, come what come 
* may, ba pee eparcd | and while there js a free {pot of earth upon 

hé be ‘my cow Lam forry it will not be this, but to- 
“pe al be to la Poacsinal, a Head what, ieee 
STR ON as ba: way 3 Loa ° 
-# They tell me * © tage 


y birt y 1 wil sem with aie 
and fay By int eh vim 


nied. Mic hs ‘ “and T Ieeep it » ! a 
gli § Wane oa om oe ay : 


PR § “She 
No; Fehon! Fe ys m ile, wit ruin a ghiat colby ee thofe who 
would have faved it may indulge themfelves in that cheerfulnefs which 
confcious integrity beftows. ‘T think 1 thall come? to you next week ; and 
fince we have no longer any plan of operations te fettle, we will look over 
is map of Europe, and fix upon a pleafant corner for oz: °xile—for take 
, 1 donot defign to” fall, upon ‘my dagger, in hopes tha fome Mr. 


Addin a thoufand years hene ¢ may write ei are at a1 be 


write my own ys a re che rf hay gt ATL mph tt 
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I mutt not pr y bwn prefs # 
you liad any occafion to be fo: ‘pray continue fo ; le erage 
‘ete ’ a if were e a 
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LETTER LXIv. 


Strawberty-hill, O@ober 13, 1764. 


LORD John Cavendith has been fo kind as to fend me word of the duke 
of Devonfhire’s* legacy to you. You cannot doubt of the great joy this 
gives me; and yet it ferves to aggravate the lofs of fo worthy aman! And 
when I feel it thus, 1 am fenfible how much more it will add to your con- 
cern, inftead of diminifhing it. Yet do not wholly refleé& on your mif- 
fortune. You might defpife the acquifition of five thoufand pounds fimply ; 
but when that fum is a public teftimonial to your virtue, and bequeathed 
by a man fo virtuous, it is a million! Meafure it with the riches of thofe 
who have bafely injured you, and it is {till more ! Why, it is glory, it is con- 
{cious innocence, it is fatisfa¢tion—it is affluence without guilt.—-Oh !. the 
comfortable found! It is a good name in the hiftory of thefe corrupt 
days. There .it will exift, when the wealth of your and their country's 
enemies will be waited, or will be an indelible blemith on their defcendants. 

My heart is full, and yet I will fay no more. My bett loves to all your 
opulent family. Who fays virtue is not rewarded in this world? It is re- 
warded by virtue, and it is perfecuted by the bad: Can greater honour be 
paid to it? ° 

Yours ever, 


. HOR. ‘WALPOLE. 


. . 
Se! eee) 


LETTER LXV. 
Strawberry-hill, October 29, 1764. 


I AM glad you mentioned it: I would not have had you appear without 
your clofe mourning for the duke of Devenfhire upon any account. I was 
ance going te tell you of it, knowing your inaccuracy in fuch matters ; but 
thought it ftill impoffible you fhould be ignorant how neceffary it is. Lord 

* William, fourth duke of Devonfhire. During his adminiftration in Ireland Mr. Conway had 
deen feoretary of {tare there. 


Vor. V. . Q : . Strafford, 


ERS rrom THz Hox. HORACE WALPOLE 


Strafford, who has a legacy of only 200/, wrote to confult lady Suffolk. She 
told him, for fuch a fum, which only implies a ring, it was fometimes not 





144 


“ done; bit yet advifed him to mourn. In your cafe it is indifpenfible ; nor 
-ean you fee*any of his family without it. Befides, it is much better on fuch 


an occafion to over, than under do, I anfwer this»paragraph firft, becaufe 
Lam fo carneft not to. have you blamed, , = 


at pe a, 
Befides withing to fee you all, I have wanted exceedingly to come to 


“having much today to you ; “but 1 am confined here, that is,. Mr, Chute * is : 


ae was feiz “dd, with the gout laft Wednefday fe’nnight, the day he came 
hither to meet George Montagu, and this is the firft day he has been out of 
Nis bed-chamber, I muft therefore put off our meeting till Saturday, when 
you fhall certainly find me intown, = 


We have a report here, but the authority bitter bad, that lord March is 
going to be married to - don’t believe it the lefs for our knowing 
nothing of it; for unlefs their daughter were breeding, and ‘it were to fave 
her charagter, neither ——- nor —— would difclofe a tittle about it. Yet in 
charity they fhould adyertife it, that parents and relations, if it is fo, may 
lock wp all knives, ropes, laudanum, and rivers, left it fhould occafion a vio- 
lent mortality among his fair admirers. “ 





1am: charmed with an anfwer I have juft read’ in the papers of a poor 
man in Bedlam, who was ill ufed by-an apprentice becaufe he would not 
tell him why he.was confined there. The unhappy creature faid at latt,. . 
** Becaufe God has deprived me of a bleffing whiclt you never enjoyed.” 
There never was any thing finer or'more moving! Your fenfibility will not 
be — . much WN by a I I heard t’other day of fir Fletcher Nor- 
ton. He has a mother—yes, a mother : perhaps you thought, ike t 
oa perhaps you thought, that,, like that: 
—— duris in cotibus */fim ‘ 
_ .Afmarus, aut Rhodope,.aut extremi Garamantes,, 
* Nec noftti, generis puerum nec fanguinis edunt. © im? 
Well, Mrg. Rhodope lives in a mighty fhabby hovel at Prefton, which the- 
dutiful’ and affectionate fir Fletcher began to think not fuitable to the dig- 


* John Chute, efq. of the Vine in Hamphhire, 
nity 


Pee oo 


a. 
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nity of one who has the honour of being his parent. He cheapened a _ 
better, in which were two pictures which the proprietor valued at threefcore + 


pounds. The aftorney infifted on having them for nothing, as fixteres—the 
landlord refufed, the bargain was broken off, and the dowager madam 
‘Norton remains in her original hut. 1 could tell you another, ftory which 
you would not diflike ; but as it might hurt the perfon concerned, if it was 
known, I fhall not fend it by the pot ; but will tell it ea wlfen I fee a 
Agioubin ys 


ibaa, Yours moft cordially, « “Via 
| HOR. WALPOLE, 


es ‘ ‘ 
Lie oa ° 
syste a aga paramagnetic eos nee 

call 


LETTER LxXvi Wit in 


“ie Wednefilay nooty July 3, 7s 


THE footing part of my dance with my thocking partner the gout is 
almoft over, I had little pain there this laft night, and got, at twice, about 
three hours fleep; but whenever I waked found my head very bad, which 
Mr. Graham thinks gouty too, The fever is ftill very high: but the fame 


fage is of opinion, with my lady Londonderry, that if it was a fever from. 


death, I fhould die; but as it is only a fever from the gout, I fhall five. TI 
think fo too, and hope that, like the duke and duchefs of wisi eet they 
are {fo infeparable, that — one goes, t’other will. 


Tell lady A~——— a7 fear it ¢ will be long before I thall be able to compafs 
all i terracesagain. : 


weather i is very hot, and I have the gomfort ee a window open all 

ee have got a buthel of rofes too, and a new fcarlet nightingale, which 

aos not fiag Nancy Dawfon from morning to night. ‘Perhaps you think all 
thefe mig aC ; but you are ignorant what a provocative the gout is, 
and. charms Sescan beftow on a moment’s amufement! Oh! it beats 
all the fe wna of a Roman fenfualift, It has made even my watch a 
darling plaything 5 S ftrike it as often as a child does, Then the diforder 
of my fleép diverts me when Iam awake, I dreamt that I went to {ee 
: F 5 Qz 5 madame 


ri 
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madame de Bentheim at Paris, ‘and that fhe had the prettieft palace im 
the world, built like a pavilion, of yellow laced with blue; that I made 
love to ker daughter, whom I called mademoifelle bleiie et jaune, and 
thought it very clever. 


My next reverie was very ferious, and lafted half an hour after I was 
awake ; whith you will perhaps think a little light-headed, and fo dol. 2 
thought Mr. Pitt had had a conference with madame de Bentheim, and 
granted all her demands. dyrung for Louis at fix in the morning, and 
wanted to get up and inform myfelf of what had been kept fo fecret from. 
me. You mui know, that all thefe vifions of madame de Bentheim flowed 
feom George Selwyn telling me laft night, that the had carried moft of her 
points, and was returning. What ftuff I tell you '__But, alas!" 1 have no- 
thing better to do, fitting on my bed, and withing to forget how brightly 
the fun fhines, when I cannot'be at Strawberry. ' 


de 
a —— 


LETTER LXVIL. 


Amiens *, Wednefdlay, Sept. 11, 17655. 
BIAU COUSIN, ue 


I HAVE had a very profperous journey till juft at entering this city, I 
efeaped a prince of Naflau at Dover; and ficknefs at fea, though the voyage: 
Jafted feven hours and a half. I have recovered my ftrength furprifingly 


jn the time; though almoft famifhed for want of clean viétuals, and com- 


fortable tea and bread and butter. Half a mile from hence’l met a coach 
and four with an equipage of French, and a lady in pea-green and filver, a 
fmart hat and feather, and two fuivantes. My reafon told me it was the. 
archbifhop’s concubine ; but’ luckily my heart whifpered ‘that it was lady 
. I jumped out of my chaife—yes, jumped, as Mrs. Nugent faid 
of herfelf, fell on, nees, and faid my firft ave-maria, plena! We 
juft thot afew pelitiés flying —heard that madame de =" se had toafted: 
me t'other day in tea—fhook hands, forgot to weep, and parted; the to 





. cay a slecte having had a long and dan-  eftablifhment of his health, and left Louden.on. 
gerous fit of gout in the antecedent fummer, his way to Paris, September. 
was advifed to try change of air for the re Pit ii Cee . 


. : ; the 
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the hereditary princefs, I to this inn, where is aGtually refident the duchefs 


of Douglas. We are not likely to have any intercourfe, or I would declare * 
myfelf a Hamilton *. ‘we 


I find this country wonderfully ¢ enriched fince I faw it’ four-and-twenty 
years ago. agro is grOWn quite a plump fmug town, with a number 
of new houfes e wort villages are tight, and wooden thoes have dif- 
appeared: ~My, Pitt and the city of London may fancy what they will, but 
France will not come a-begging to the Manfion-houfe this Year or two. In 
truth, I impute this air of opulence a little to-ourfelves. The crumbs that ” 
fall feora.the chaltaMOe teefwhatine of Englith that vifit Paris, muft have 
cofttributed to fatten this province. It is plain I mutt have little to do 
when I turn my hand tov'calculatingy, but “here is my obfervation. From 
Boulogne to Paris it will coft me near ten guineas; but then confider ie 
travel alone, and carry Louis moft part of the way in the chaife with me.: 
Nos autres milords Anglois are not often fo frugal. Your brother *, laft 
year, had ninety-nine Englith to dinner on the ’s birth-day. How ~ 
many of them do you'think dropped fo little as ten guineas on ethis road? 
In fhort, there are the feeds of a calculation for you; and if you will water ~ 
them with a torrent “of words, they will produce fuch a differtation, that 
you will be able to vie with George Grenville next {effion in plans of 
national aeconomy—only be fure not to tax travelling: till I come back, 
loaded with p fes ; till then, propagate my “deas. It will be time. 
enough for me to we cut of ‘the nation’s money,»when I have {pent alk 


my own. i 
i Clermont, 12tli., 

hi ia 

Waite eh are ecting my Pear continwe my journal. .The 
duchefs of *: fg are generally the ‘moft extraordinary per- 
fons that we m out of England) left Amiens before me, on 


her r way home. You wi “not _guefs what ms carries with her-—Oh! no- 
thing th will hart our manufaghufes ; nor w eonge Grenville himfelf 
would feize. of her fervants died at i had him embalmed, and. 
the body is tied before her chaife :—a droll way of being chief mMourner? . 





* The eis caufe between the houfes * Francis earl of Hertford, ade embaffador at 
of Donglas and Hamilton was then pending, Paris. 


° For. 


UJ 


] 
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For a French abfurdity, I have obferved that along the great roads they 
* plant walnut-trees,. but ftrip them up for firing. It is like the owl that bit 
off the feet of mice, that they might lie ftill and fatten. 


At the foot ofthis hill is an old-fafhioned chateau belonging to the duke 
of Fitz-James, with a parc en guincunx and clipped hedges, ° We faw him 
walking in his waiftcoat and ribband, very well powdered ; a figure like 
Guerchy. I cannot fay his feat rivals Goodwood or Eufton <1 thal lie at 
Chantilly to-night, for I did not {et out fill ten this morning—not becaufe 1 
could not, as you will pte get up fooner—but becaufe all the horfes in 
the couitry have attended the queen to Naney*. Befides, I have a little 
ufnderplot of feéing Chantilly and St. Denis in my way; which you know 
one could not do in the dark to-night, nor in winter, if I return then. 


” 


Hotel de feue madame l’Ambaffadrice d’Angleterre 3, Sept. 13, 7 o'clock. 


_ 1am juft arrived. My lady Hertford is not at home, and‘lady Anne* will 
not come out of hér burrow: fo I haye juft time to finifh this before 
madame returns ; and Brian ets out ‘to-nig t and will carry it. I find I 
fhall have a great deal to fay: formerly I obferved nothing, and now re- 
mark every thing minutely. I -haye already fallen in love with twenty 


¥ A 


things, and in hate with forty. Adieu! 


Yours ever, so ae 


Sn te . . HOR. WALPOLE, . 


* The duc de Fitz-James’s father aarbiliea *Staniflaus king of Pol 
and, f; 
Berwick, was a natural fon of Pames Il. Mr. queen of Louis = didehae reer a. 


Walpole therefore compares his country feat * Lord Hertford: . 
with thofe of the dukes of* Richmond and Ri Sent Gs sepeecatiee, and 


, the duke of appointed fucceed hi 
Grafton, fimilar defcendants from his brother in the embafly at Parise, ; basic % him 
Charles yd + Lady c are : 
married to tor ark 


" r x Viti, nits iy vii , 
, , ‘ oe ak . 
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. 


Paris, O&tober 6, 1765, 


I AM, glad to find you grow juft, and that you do conceive at laft, that I 
could do better than ftay in‘England for politics. Tenez, mon enfant, as 
the ducheffe de la Ferté faid to madame Staal'; comme il n’ya que moi au. 
monde qui ai¢ toujours raifon, I will be very reafonable; and as you have 
made this couceffion to"me, who knew I was in the right, I will not expedt 


LETTER LXVIIL 


you to anfwer all my reafonable letters. If you fend a bullying Tetter to the ” * 


king of Spain*, or to chofe, my neighbour here *, I will confider. them as 
written to myfelf, and fubitfact fo much from your bill—Nay, I will accept 
aline from lady A now and then in part of payment. I fhall con- 
tinue to write as the wind fets in my pen; and do own my babble does not 
demand much reply. oF ae 


_ © % 





For fo reafonable a perfon as I am, I have-changeidl my mind very Often: 
about this country. ‘The firft five days I was in violent {pirits—then came 
a difmal cloud of whifk and literature, and I could not bear it. ‘At prefent 
I begin, very Englifhly indeed, to eftablith a right to my own way. I laugh, 
and talk nonfen{fe, and make them hear me. There are two or three houfes 
where I go quite at my eafe, am never afked to touch a card, nor hold dif- 
fertations,. Nay, I don’t pay homage to their authors, Every woman has 
one.or two planted in her houfe, and God knows how they water them. 
The old prefident Henaulf is the pagod at madame du Deffand’s, an old 
blind debauchée of wit, where I fupped laft night. The prefident is very 

near deaf, and much nearer fuperannuated. He fits by the table : the miftrefs 
of the houfe, who, formerly was his, inquires after every difh on the table, 
is told who has eaten of which, and then bawils the bill of fare of every 
* individual into the prefidént’s ears.» In thort,every mouthful is proclaimed , 
and fo is every blunder I make againft grammar. Some that I make on 
urpofe, fucceed ; and one of them is to be reported to the queen to-day by 
enault, who is her great favourite. I had been at Verfailles;, and having 
been much taken notice of by her majefty, I faid, alluding to madame de 

‘aii ‘ 


* See Memaites de madame de Staal (the fit | * Mr. Conway was now fecretary of ftate for 
authorefs of that name), publithed with the reft the foreign department. 

of, her works in und fual volumes. E. >The king of France, Louis XV. 
eli aie Sevigne, 


’ 


5, Sant 


' 
. 
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Sevigné, La reine off le plus grand roi du monde. You may judge if 7 am 

*in poffeffion by a {cene that pafled after fupper. Sir James Macdonald had 
been minticking Hume: I told the women, who, befides the miftrefs, were 
the ducheffe de la Valiere, madame de Forcalquier, and a demoifelle, that to 
be fure they would be glad to have a fpecimen. of Mr. Pitt’s manner of 
fpeaking ; and that nobody mimicked him fo well as Elliot *. They firmly 
believed it, téafed him for an hour, and at laft faid he was the rudeft man 
ih the world not to oblige them. It appeared the more ftrange, becaufe 
here every body &ngs, reads their own works in public, or attempts'any one 
thing without hefitation or capacity. Elliot {peaks miferable French; which 
added to‘the diverfion. ° ’ 

I had had my thare of diftrefS in the mofning, by going through the 
operation of being prefented to the whole royal family, down to the little 
Madame’s pap-dinner, and had behaved as fillily as you will eafily believe; 
hiding myfelf behind every mortal. The queen called me up to her drefling- 
table, and feemed mightily difpoied to goffip with me; but inftead of en- 
joying my glory like madame de. Sevigné, I flunk back into the crowd 
aftera few queftions. She told monfieur de Guerchy of it afterwards, and 
that I had run away from her, but faid fhe would have her revenge at Fon- 
tainebleau—So I muft go thither, which I did not intend. The king, 
dauphin, dauphinefs,. mefdames,.and the wild beaft, did not fay a word to 
me. Yes, the wild ‘beaft, he of the Gevaudan. »He is killed, and actually in 
the queen’s anti-chambre, where he was exhibited to us with as much 
parade as if itewas Mr, Pitt. It is an exceedingly large wolf, and, the 
connoiffeurs fay, has.twelve teeth more than any wolf ever had fince the days 
of Romulus’s wet-nurfe, The critics deny it to be the true beaft; and I 
find moft people think the beaft’s name i8 legion, for there are many. He 
was covered with a fhecg, which two chaffeurs lifted up for the foreign 
minifters and ftrangers. I dined at the duke of Praflin’s with five-and- 
twenty tomes of the corpé diplomatique; and after dinner was prefented, 
by monfieur de Guerchy, to the due de Choifeul. ‘The ‘duc de Praflin is as 
like his ows letters in D'Eon’s book as-he can ftare; that is, I believe, a very 
filly fellow. His’ wifdom is of grave kind. His coufin, “the firkt 

* An elder brother of fir A, M: , ie hed c Mov eee | 
prefent lord chief ‘othe of “the ae ce peri reed eines he ee 
died at Rome the year following, leaving behind —* Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto. | 

a : . 5 * minifter, 
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*" Mininifeneo Conftantinople. Tosday I hear he has lowered his credentials, 
and talks of going to England, if he can make his peace’, I thought, by 
the manner in which this was mentioned to me, that the perfon meant to 
found me: but ¢ made no anfwer ; for, having given up politics i in Eng- 
land, I certainly did not come to tranfaét them here. He has ‘not been. 
to make me tthe firft vifit, which, as the laft arrived, , depends on him: fo, 
never having fpoken to him in my life, I have no call to feck him. I avoid 

. . all politics a maich, that. had not.heard one word here ‘about pain. I 
{ fuppofe my filence paffes for very artful myftery, and puzzles the. ‘minifters, 
if who keep. {pies on the moft infignificant foreigner. It would have been 
lucky if | had been as watchful. At Chantilli I loft my portmanteau with 

half my linen; and the night before laft I was robbed of a new frock, 
wailtcoat and breeches, laced with gold, a white and filver waiftcoat, black 
velyet breeches, a knife and a book. Thefe are expences I did not expeét, 

* and by no means entering into my fyftem of extravagance. — 






Iam very forry for the death of lord Ophaly, and for his family. I knew 
the’ poor young man himfelf* but Jittle, but he feemed. extremely good- 
natured, What. the duke of Richmond will do for a hotel, I cannot con- 
ceive, Adiew! 

Yours ever, ; 
HOR. WALPOLE, 





- 
. . 


w LE. Tat EPR. LEX, 


Patls, O8ebe 28, 1765 

MR. Hume* cits ch me word from Fontainebleau, that your brother, fome 

time in the {pring of 1764, tranfimitted’ to the Englith miniftry @ pretty 
exact and very authentic account of the French finances; thefe are his words : 

and that it will be eafily found among: his tee 5 difpatches of t at period. 

To the other queftion I have ee: ‘no antier 1 pote is not yet 
‘been able to inform himfelf. # A 

we * i“ Oe 


* After his outlawry. % ~ of embaily to the earl of H 
* The celebrated David Hume was fecretary refidence : Paris, tl_of er rit 
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This goes by att Enalith co coachman ‘of DL ausazais, fent. over to buy 


more horfes : therefore I thall write a little minifterially, and, pethaps, fuf= 
nule yous if you are:not already apprifed om ane | in the light I fee them, 


The dauphin will probably hold out very few days. a death, that is, 
the ‘near profpect of it, fills the philofopbers with the oy, as it was 
feared he*would endeavour the reftoration of. the j j if ome will think 
the fentiments of the philofophers very odd flate= -news—but do you know 
who ihe philéfophers are, or what the term means here’? %{n the firft place, 
it comprehends almoft every bodys and in the next, means men, who > 
avowing war, againit popery, aim, many of them, at a fubverffon of all 
religion, and {till many more, at the deftruétion of regal power, How to 
you know this? you will fay ; you, | who ‘have been but fix weeks i in France, 
three of which-you have been confined to your chamber. “True: but in 
the firft period I went every where, and heard nothing elf ; in the latter, 
I have been extremely vifited, aud have ‘had lot: ig and explicit converfations 
with many, who think as I tell. you, and with a few of the other fide, who 
are no lefs perfuaded t t there are fuch intentions. In particelar, Thad 
two officers here’ ‘other night, neither of them young, whom I had diffi- 
culty to keep froma ferious: quarrel, and who, in the heat of the difpute, . 
informed me of much more than I could have learnt with great pains.” ) « 


Yes 


\ Ase proof that my ideas are not quite vifions, I fend you a moft curious 
paper” ; fuch as T.believe ne magi/irate would have pronounced in the 
time of Charles I. thoufd not like to have it known to come from me, 
nor any part of the intelligente I fend gou ; with regatd to which, if you 
think it neceflary to communicate it to particular perfons, I defire my 
name may be fupprefied. J tell it you for your fatisfaction and information, 
but would not have any body clfe think that J do ¢ny thing” here but amufe 
mule my amufements indeed are trifte enough, and confift wholly in try- 

get ‘well; . but my recovery n moves very. flowly. I haye not yet had 

i: ; but cloth thoes OD, live. c aetime a whole day on 1 warm water, 

ne ‘A cl Lill: tw ve | or ¢ sk of ‘20 a ia 












of OB * 
reader, the nat ¥ ee i in the year. tiie lie these en cons 
account of les phil Lfophes Frat= duct has proved fo, accurately true. -£. 
es anc intentions, given * * This ppg does riage dS 
1S ee at a ee. meer 
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A I have had another letter from fir Horace vice, ia much at heart 


* tis ribband and increafe of charaéter. Confequently you know, as I love 
him fo much, I muft have them at heart too. Count Lorenzi is recalled, 
becaufe here they think it neceflary to fend a Frenchman of ‘higher rank 
to the new Grand Ducal court: J with fir Horace could be raifed on this 
occafion. For his ribband, his promife is fo old and fo pofiive,' that it. is 


¥ 
% 


quite a hardfhip. 


v Pray put the tolonies in gon humour; I fee they are viclently difpofed 


to the new adminiftration. eitig. 2 
f. e 


Pore ta ree 
© t - A Fig . 


: cee Sty 
“Thave not time to fay more, nor more'to fay if I had time; fo good 
night. Let me know if you receive this, and how foon : it goes the day 
after to-morrow. Various reports fay, the.duke of Richmond comes _ this 


? 


week. I fent 4 a letter by monfieurde Guerchy. ‘ 





Duffon, I hear, goes embaflador to Poland. Tell lady’ ae that I 
have five dr fix little parcels, though not above one for her, ‘of laces and 
ribbands, which lady C——— left with me; by how to convey them the 
lord knows, oh 

Yours ever, _ fe 


2 _ WALPOLE. 
° ¢ a * 


A 
af yee 


LETTER LXX, 


Paris, November 29, 1765. 
AS I anfwered your ¢hort letter with a very long one, I {hall be thorter 
in anfwer to your long, which I received late laft night fromFontainebleau : 


it is not very neceflary; but'as lord “Sf ome Gordon, fets ou d 
on Monday, I take that et see Pee ee ioc ee: 








promifed cian 
ou an opportunity ~ 
of opening the parliament with great eclat. “My wa you ‘in iy that 
this is the 5 for puthing. them and obtaining. 


‘2 Thank 


s * 
P bh 2 q 
‘ fe uw , 


Vy 
é 
*e# 
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‘Thank you foraili you fay about my gout. We have hada week of very 
hard froft, that has done me great good, and rebraced me. The {welling ig 
my legs isquite gone, What has done me more good, is haviny entirely 
left off tea, to which I believe the weaknefs of my ftomach was owing, 
having had no ficknefs fince, In thort, I think I am cured of every thing 
but my fears. You talk coolly. of goins as far as Naples, and propofe my 
going with you. I would not go fo far, if Naples was the direct road to 
the new Jerufalem. I have no thought or with, but to get home, ang be 
quiet for the feft of my days, which I fhall-moft certainly: do the firft ‘i c 

7, ment the feafon will let me ; and if I once get to London again, fhall 

GZ > fearce tempted ever to lie inan inn more. I have refufed to go to: Aubigné, 
though’'l fhould lic but one night on the road, “You may guefs what Ihave 
fuffered, when I am grown {fo timorous about my health.-However, I am 
again reverted to my fy{tem,of water, and trying to recover my hardinefs— 
but nothing has at all foftened me towards phyficians. 


You fee I have given, you a ferious anfwer, though I am rather difpofed 
to fmile at your propofal. Go to Italy! for what i—-Oh! to quit—do 
you know,-I think that as idle a thought. as the other. Pray ftay where 
you are, and do fome good to your country, or retire when you cannot-— 
but don’t put your finger in your eye and cry after the holidays and fugar-.. 

= plums of Park-place. You have engaged and muft go through, or be 

* hindered. Could you tell the world the reafon? Would not all men fay 

you had found yourfelf incapable of what you had undertaken? I have no 

patience with your thinking fo idly. It would be « refle@ién on your un- 
derftanding and chamaerts and a want ef refolution unworthy of you. 


My advice is, pasate for. the firft great government that falls, if you will 
not take your regiment again ; ; to continue attingevigoroutly and honeftly 
where you are, Things: are ‘never ftable enough in our country to give 
you a profpect of a long flayery. ‘Your defect is irrefolution, When you 
have taken your poft, ” att up to it; andif you are driven from it, your 
retirement \ will then  be,as honourable (and more fatisfactory) “than your 
ac ation, I Apeak frankly, as_ my friendthip for you direéts, My 
way of ading (though a a private inftance), is agreeable to my doétrine. I 
determined, whenever our oppofition fhould be over, to have done with 
capi ; and you fee 1 have adhered to ny refolution ” coming hither ; 


6 and» 






POON: 


— 


mm 
™~ 


- atk your pardon, becaufe I-fhould be forced to alk my own if I did not 





and eicsare) you may be. ah that I. aioe i ridcue: I don’t 


tell youtwhat I think the beft for you. You “have life and Park-place 
enough to come, and you have not had five months of ae ‘Make your- 
felf independent honourably, which” you may do byja gov iment 5 § but if 
you will take my advice, don’t accept a im nuiiterias a 2 y ity ceafe 
to be a mintiter. The former is a ‘rewar : due t your p 
vioks, the latter is a degradation. ‘You know the = ntiniels of ay | 
Vave you no advice but what ] would follow, a i Si: SS 







I fent lady . hee ae Orpheline legués a ‘poor a nce s a 
‘the fubjeét made me ‘think fhe. would like to fee it. Iam ov r head and 
ears at count Caylus’s auction, and have bought half of at for a fong—but | 
I am {till in greater felicity and luck, having difcovered, mere accident, 
a portrait of count Grammont, after haying been in fearch of one thefe 
fifteen years, and affured there was no fuch thing. Apro POS. 4. promifed 
you my own; but befi des that there is nobody here» that “excels in paint- 
ing fkeletons; ferioufly, their painters are bitter bad, and as much inferior 
to Reynolds and Ramfay, a as Hudfon to Vandyck, “I had rather ftay till 
my return. Adieu! 


~ Yours ever, (2): Ae i? 
Sec i OR, WALPOLE. 
E : aa sy ve 


LETTE R Sasa. Wee 
+ Batis, December 5, 1765. 


THAVE not above'a note’s erorth to fy ; but as ; lord: Ob, fets 0 oft to- 
morrow, I juft fend youa Rete. a 

The dauphra, if he is- ill iss cere: $. 
~ by cordials ; though the bifhop. of Glar ve haf aff ec 
had God's own word for his ecovery, 1 > fti 
fon is dead or not, 






es 
sits 
" MS 





The resins: ‘gf ti lia jet ‘ * 
of Bretagne, i is very ‘decent fie 6 re aM an nailiente next weeks 
They do 1 Hot touch on Chalotais, ecaufe the: acctifation. againit him is for, 

_treafon. “What do you think that treafon, is? ‘A correfpondence with. 

Mr. Pitt, to whom he is made.to. fay, that Rennes is nearer to London than 

Paris. Tt isnow fig at the anonymous letters, fappofed gobe written 

; o Mr : pet Baye en 














brother finds he? wou 
/ fayphere till your br 


F . is iat oe a at. cilia As La Borde,. 
the great banker . of 1 urt, is ‘trying, to retire. too, my. coufin;, who 
is much conneéted ag as ie that Choife 

himfelf., “a wi! Ay, 







Les 
ree ¥ 





I have ees Sane ae Novrers, or srectine nine sith 
marthal Richelieu + the firft is. extremely agree ‘and fenfible; and, 1am 
glad; not Minifer. “he oth ner is an old piece f tawdry, worn out, but. 
endeavouring to bruth h itfelf up. ; and put me in mind of Jord Chetterfield, 
for they laugh before, they kano. what he-has faid—and_ are in: eg right, 
for I think they would: oa Taugh afterwards. sti. ie 


I fend lady A— the he and ‘mufic of the pretticft opera ea in. 
the wield eit 1 could ‘fend her the, seta too, mde |. ! 


My tia ; 
he ¥" ae be 


Bec Su : 
he “Your every ) 
‘ 5 ay Ras 53 “eige gi WALPOLE. 
“ie bc 4 <a 


ta 3 i ; 
oi z Yeas ees sor = oe 


7 journeys ; sal. johy opp this letter, and it-will- 







ae 


am * ; PTR are 
* ; ig cere 8 Ei 
rae if aa 
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“The face of things is Psa Se here, which I am inpatient to tell. you, 

vat you may {ec it 1s truth,, not fyftem, which I pique myfelf on fending 
you. The vigour of the court has frightened the parliaments, - That of 
Paw has fubitikeed. The procureurs,: &c, of Rennes, who, it was. faid, 
would not plead before the new commiffion, were told,” that if they did 
not plead the next day they-thould he a. hg a a tale NS bribe 
ere operé ated fafter ! | Se ee dite: | a eye 
A heard t’othér day, that fome “Spanith wninifes: I forget his name, being 
ead, Squillace would take his department, and Grimaldi have that of the 
Weft Indies. —He is the wort that could. bays it, as we ave no greater 
enemy. i ; Sie . 

The dauphin ts cane alive, but in the moft thocking way poffible ; 
his bones worn’ through his fkin, a. great: {welling behind, and fo relaxed, 
that his inteftines appear from that part ; and expen th, nortification 
was inipeee , ite 


I have received a long letter from lady sie for which I give her a 
thoufand thanks; and would anfwer it Page @! I had not told you every 
earthly thing I'know. $e 

The duke and auehats® me I hear, at Fontainebledn ‘the moment they , 
return, I will give the duchefs lady Ay $ o 





: ° ‘4 
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Paris, iaonh 12, 1766. 

IHAVE received your letter by general Vernon, and another, t to which 

I have writ an anfwer, but was difappointed « of a conveyance I expected, 
You thall‘have it with additions, by the firft meflenger that goes; but.Lean- 
not fend it by the poft, as I hive, fpoken very Bey, of fome perfo 





ie game, 


Menor, THR IS TSO OO! OREN MEAT ARE Ti, ake kates 
) t ee are er BUR ie ¥ BY ai 5 REM is en 
i - q We ike t “< Pen eo hes 


to THe Hon. HENRY SEYMOUR CONWAY. 1 29 


name, in which we agree thoroughly, Thefe few lines are only to tell YOR 
I am not idle in writing to you. ie , A 


I almoft repent having come hither; for I like the way wof life and many 
of the people fo well, that I doubt I thall feel more regret. at leaving Paris 
than I expeéted. It would found vain to tell you the honours and diftinc- 
tions I receive, and how much I am in fafhion; yet when they come from 
the handfomeft women in France, and the moft refpeétable in point of ng: 
raéter, can one help being a little proud? If I'was twenty years younger, J 
fhould with they were not quite fo refpectable. Madame de Brionne, whom 

.T have never feen, and who was to have met me at fupper laft night at the 
charming madame d@’Egmont’ $s; fent me an invitation by the ‘latter for 
| Wednelday next. 1 was engaged, and hefitated. Iwas told, “Comment ! 
{cavez-vous que c’eft qu'elle ne feroit pas pour toute la France?” However, 
left you fhould dread my returning a perfect old fwain, I ftudy my wrinkles, 
compare myfelf and my limbs to every plate of larks I fee, and treat my un- 
derftanding with at leaft as little mercy. Yet, do you know, my prefent fame 
is owing to a very trifling compolition, but which has, made ‘incredible 
noife. I was one evening at madame Geoffrin’s joking on Roufleau’s affeéta- 
tions and contradiétions, and faid fome things that diverted them. When I 
came home I put them into a letter, and fhowed it next day to Helvetius 
and the duc de Nivernois; who were fo pleafed with it, that, after telling 
me fome faults in the language, which you may be fure there were, they 
encouraged me to let it be feen. As you knowl ‘willingly laugh at mounte- 
banks political or literary, lét their talents be ever fo great, I was not 
averfe. The copies have {pread like wild-fire ; et me voici & la mode! I 
expect the end of my reign at the end of the week with great compofure. 
Here is the letter : 













— 


Le Roi de Prusse 4 Monficur Rovsszav. 
Mon cher Jean Jacques, 


Vous avez renoncé a Geneve votre patric; vous vous étes fait chaf- 
fer dewta Suiffe, pays tant vanté dans vos écrits; la France vous a de- 
creté. » Venez done chez moi: j’admire vos talents ; je m’amufe de vos 
reveries, qui (foit dit en’paflant) vous occupent tropyet trop longtems. Il 
faut a la fin étre fage et heureux. Vous’ avez fait aflez parler de vous par 
* Vor, V. S des 


wT « P 2 
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i SIR pare et as ae 
‘3 fingularités peu convenables aun v ble grand homme. _Demontrez a 
os ennemis, que vous pouvez avoir quelquefois le fens commun: cela les 
fachera, fans vous faire tort. Més états vous offrent une retraite paifible; je 
vous veux du bien, et je vous en ferai, fi vous le trouvez bon. “Mais fi vous 
vous obftiniez a rejetter mon fecours, attendéz-yous que je ne le dirai & per- 
fonne. Si veus perfiftez a vous creufer l’efprit pour trouver de nouveaux 
malheurs, choififfez les tels que vous voudrez, Je fuis roi, je puis vous en 
procurer au gré de vos fouhaits ; et ce qui furement ne Vous arrivera pas 
vis 2 vis de vos ennemis, je cefferai de vous perfécuter quand vous cefferez 
de mettre votre gloire 4 1’étre. 


© . 
‘ Votre bon ami, + 
FREDERIC, 


The princeffe de Ligne, ‘whofe mother was an Englifhwoman, made a 
good obfervation to me laft night. She faid, Fe fuis roi, se puis vous pro 
curer de malheurs, was plainly the ftroke of an Englith pen.* I faid, then I 
had certainly not well imitated the charaéter in which I wrote. You will 
fay, lama bold man to attack both Voltaire and Rouffeau. It is true; 
but I fhoot at their heel, at their vulnerable part. 


I beg your pardon for taking up your time with thefe trifles. The day 
after to-morrow we go in cavalcade with the duchefs" to her audience *; 
I have got my cravat and fhammy fhoes, Adieu! 

Yours ever, ° 


HOR. WALPOLE, 


————————$$<§<§<§<$$—< Se 
© 5 T, 


LETTER LXXIll. ot , 
Paris, Apzil 6, 2766: 
IN a certain city of Europe? it is the cuftom to wear flouched hats, long 


cloaks and high capes. Scandal and the government called this st 
* Of Richmond. Madrid, on the attempt of the court in the laft 


® At Verfailles as embaffadrefs. _ teign to introduce the French drefs in Spain. E. 
8 This account alludes to the infurreCtion at ‘ 
z= : 1” 


OUR CONWay. » 13% 


nded that : ag Au ‘otdonnaince ‘y 
was publith iY ai: free-born Stang to be ked, cloaks .to be w 
fhortened, and Capes laid afide. All the a ae ot “a ved for the firfday; but 
the next, every thing returned into its old channel, In the evening a tumult 
arofe, and cries of God blefg the “wah 6 d bless the Kkistgdom ! ! but con- 
fufion to the prime minifter*\—The word Was no fooner. given, but his 
houfe was befet, the windows broken, and the gates attempted. The guards 
came and fired on the weavers* of cloaks. The w returned the fire, 
and many felk on each fide, As the hour of fuppér approached and the mob 
grew hungry, they recolleéted a tax upon bread, and demanded the repeal. * 
-The king yielded to both rgqueits, and hats and loaves were fet at liberty. 
The people were not contented, and ftill infifted on the permiffion of muf- 
dering the firft minifter ; though his majefty affured his faithful wee 
y 












‘in mafky ait 2 rete ded th: 


that the minifter was never confulted on aés of government, and was onl 
his private friend, who fometimes called:upon him in an evening to drink 
glafs of wine and talk botany. The people were incredulous, and continued 
in mutiny whén the laft letters came away, ; 


If you fhould happen to fuppofe, as I did, that this 4;fory arrived in Lon- 
don, do not be alarmed ; for it was at Madrid; and a nation who has borne 
the inquifition cannot fupport a cocked hat !—So neceffary it is for gover- 
nors to know when lead or a feather will turn the balance of human un- 
derftandings, or will not. 


I' fhould not have entrenghed' on lord George's? provineesof fending you 
news of revolutions, but he is at Aubigné *; and IT thoyght it right to ad- 
vertife you in time, in cafe you fhould have a mind to fend a bale of flouched 
hats to the fupport’of the mutineers: As Thiave worn a flapped hat all my 
life, when I have worn any atvall, I think my(elf qualified, and would offer 
my fervice to command them; but’ being perfuaded that you are a faithful 
obferver' of treaties, though a friend to repeals, I thal] come and receive your 
commands in perfon. In the mean time cannot help figuring what a 
pompous proteft my lord Lyttelton might draw up in the charaéter of an old 
ia moh the revocation of the aét for cocked hats. 


oe an” Italian, whom bead king was * Lord Getrgt Lenox; only brother to the duke 


ebliged to banifi, of Richmond. - 
* Alluding to the mobs of filk-weavers which 4 The duke of Richmond’s country feat in 
n place this ‘year in’ London. ° Frari¢e. ©“ ns 


ay S2 Lady 


Er Cer 


132 - LETTERS em tae Hon. HORACE WALPOLE 


Lady A—— forgot to fend me word of your recovery, as the promifed ; 
but I,was fo lucky as to hear.it from other hands. Pray take care of your~ 
felf, and ilo not imagine that you are as weak,as T am, and can efcape the 
feythe,-as I do by being low: your life is of more confequence. If you 
don’t believe me, ftep into the ftreet and afk the firft man you meet. 


This is Sunday, and Thurfday is fixed for my departure ;_unlefs the Clai- 
ron fhould return, to the ftage on Tuefday fe’nnight, ass faid ; and I do 
net know whetker I fhould- not be tempted to borrow two 6r three days 
more, having never feen her: yet my lilacs pull hard, and I have not a far- 
thing left in the world. Be fure you do not leave a cranny open for George 
Grenville to wriggle in, till I have got all my things out of the cuftom- 

hotie. Adicut 
Yours ever, 


‘ HOR. WALPOLE. 
PDE! :- * SA A 3 


LETTER LXXIv..* 
Paris, April 8, 1766. 


I SENT you a few lines by the poft yefterday, with the firft accounts of 
the infurreétion at Madrid. I have fince feen Stahremberg, the Imperial 
minifter, who has had a courier from thence ; and if lord Rochford has not 
fent one, you will not be forry to know more particulars. The mob difarmed 
the invalids ; ftopped all coaches, to prevent Squillace’s flight; and meeting 
the duke de Medina Celi, forced him and’ the duke ‘d’ Arcos to carry their 
demands to the king. His moft frightened majefty granted them direétly ; 
on which his highnefs the péople difpatched a monk with their demands 
in writing, couched in four articles: the diminution of the gabel on 
bread and oil; the revocation of the ordonnance on hats and cloaks; the 
banifhmenz of Squillace ; and the abolition of {ome other tax, 1 don’t know 
what. The king figned all; yet was ftill forced to appear ina balcony, and 
promife to dbferve what he had granted. Squillace was fent with al’efart’ 
to Carthagena, to embark for Naples, and the firft commis of the treafury 
appointed to fucceed him; which does notlook much like obfervation of the 
conditions. ne fay Enfenada is recalled, and that Grimaldi is in no good 

' odour 


' NT z ~~ 
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odour with the people. If the latter and Squillace are difmiffed, we get rid 
of twoenemies. — Bip She ie A) or 


P ; ae ame | ‘ a ° 

The tumult ceafed on ‘the grant of the demands; but the king retiring 
that night to Aranjuez, the infurreCtion was renewed: the text morning, on 
pretence that this flight was a breach of ,the capitulation, . The people 
{eized the gates of the capital, and permitted nobody to-go out. In this ftate 
were things wheii the courier came away. The ordonnance againft going 
in difguife looks_as ‘if fome fufpicions -had been, conctived*; and yet their 


confidence was fo great as not to have 2000, guards in the town. The pitiful . 


behaviour of the court makes one think’ that” the Italians were frightened, 
and that the Spanifh part of the miniftry were fot forry it took that turn. 
As I fuppofe there is no great city in Spain which has not aeat T big. 

bundle of grievances than the capital, one hall not wonder if the pufilla~ 


nimous behaviour of the king encourages them to redref§ themfelves too. 


There is what is called a charge of the miniftry here ; but it is only a 
crofling over and figuring in. The duc de Praflin has withed to retire for 
fome time ; and for this laft fortnight there has been much talk of his being 
replaced by the duc d’Aiguillon,-the duc de N ivernois, &c.; but it is 
plain, though not believed till zow, that the duc dé Choifeul is all-powerful. 
To purchafe the ftay of his coufin Praflin, on whom he can depend, and to 
leave no,cranny open, he has ceded the marine and colonies to the duc de 
Praflin, and takén the foreign and military department himfelf. His coufin 
is befides named* chef du cértfeil des finances ; a yery honourable, very dig- 
nified and very idle place, and never filled fince the duc de Bethune had it. 
Praflin’s hopeful cub the vifcount, whom you faw in England laft year, 
goes to Naples, andthe marquis de Durfort to Yienna—a.cold, dry, proud 
man, with the figureand manner of lord Cornbury. , 


Great matters are expected to-day from the parliament, which re-affembles, 
A moufquetaire, his piece loaded with a lettre de cachet, went about a fort- 
night’ ago to the notary who keeps the parliamentary regifters, and de- 
mandedthem. They were refufed—hut given up, on the lettresde-cachet 
being produced, ‘The parliament intends to try the notary for -breach of 
truft, which I fuppofe will make his fortune ; though he has not the merit 


of perjury Like —ae my . There 


oe 
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There have been infurre@tions at Bourdeaux and Touloufe, the militia, 
and 27 perfons were killedyat the latter: but both are ap . Thefe 
things @re fo,much in vogue, that I wonder the French do not drefs “ la 
retielie. 


The pena is in a very dangerous way. 


This will i. my laft letter; but I am not ed Z spall 3 fet ag before the 
middle of next week. ® if . 


= 


‘ Yoursiever! : m 3 ee 3 ; 
. oe EEO Bes WALPOLE. 


LETTER LXXY. 

Bath, O&tober 2; 1766, 

I ARRIVED yefterday at noon, and’ bore my journey perfe@ily well, 
except that I had the head-ach all yefterday ; but it is gone to-day, or at 
Jeaft made way for a little giddinefs which the water gave me this morning 
at firft. If it does not do me good very foon, I fhall leave it; for I diflike 
the place exceedingly, and am difappointed in it. ‘Their new buildings 
that are fo admired, look like a colleétion of little hofpitals ; the reft is de- 
teftable; and all crammed together, and furrounded with perpendicular hills 


that have no beauty. The river is paltry enough to be the Seine or Tyber. 
Oh! how unlike my lovely Thames ! 


I met my lord Chatham’s coach yefterday full of fach Grenville-looking 
children, that I hall not go to fee him this day or two*; and to-day I fpoke 
to lady Rockingham in the ftreet. My lords chancellor and prefident are 
here, and lord and lady Powis, . Lady Malpas arrived yetterday,. I fhall 
vifit mifs Rich to-morrow. In the next apartment to’ mine lodges ——— 

- [have not feen him fome years; and he is grown either: gmad or 





* Mr. Walpole in general difliked being. in. company with children, to ieee atk, ~ 
accultomed. E, 


bid 


‘ hs fupet= 
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, and talks without pitedion or coherence : ‘you would think 
sls ‘articles of a ‘diGionary were prating together at once. The Bed- | 
fords are expected this weck. ‘There are forty thoufand others tlat I nei- 
ther know nor intend 'to know, In fhort, it is living in a fair, and Jam. 

"heartily fick of it already. Adieu! 


; | Yours ever, i 
" . . HOR, WALPOLE. 
Socinesine lit titindaeessiactatbink een —~ 


re * Z 
LETTER LXXvI 


P, i 18, 1766. 


YOU have made me laugh, and fomebody elfe makes me ftare. How can 
one wonder at any thing he does, when he knows fo little of the world? J 
fuppofe the next ftep will be to propofe me for pom of the bed-chambef to 
the new duke of Cumberland. But why me? Here is that hopeful young 
fellow fir John Rufhout, the oldeft member of the houte, and, as extremes 
meet, very proper to -begin again; why overlook him? However, as the 
fecret is kept from me mytelf, I am perfeétly eafy about it. I fhall call 
to-day or to-morrow to afk his commands, but certainly fhall not obey thofe 
you mention. 


The waters certainly are fot fo beneficial to me as at firft ? I have almoft 
every morning my pain in ney ftomach Ido not pretend this to be the 
caufe of my leaving Bath. The truth is, I cannot bear it any longer. You 
laugh at my regularity ; but the contrary habit is fo {trong in me, that I 
cannot continue, fuch iobriety. The public rpoms,and the Loo, where we 
play ina circle, like the hazard on twelfth-night, are infupportable. This 
coming into the world again, when I am fo weary of it, is as bad and ridi- 
culous as moving an addrefs would be. I have no affeétation, for affeétation 

* isa moniter at nine-and-forty ; but if I cannot live quietly, privately, and 
comfortably, 1am. perfeétly indifferent about living at all. I,would not 
kill rayfelf, for that isa philofopher’s affeétation, and I will come hither 
‘again, af I muft; but I fhall always drive very near, before I fubmit to 

tt * ‘ de 


q . 
. 





my 
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do any thing I do not like. In hort, 1 muft be as foolith as I pleafe, as 

:¥ long a Sie keep without»the limits of abfurdity. What has an old man 
to do but to preferve himfelf from parade on one hand, and ridicule on the 
other? Charming youth may indulge itfelf in either, may be cenfured, will 
be envied, and has time to correct. Adieu! 


Yours ever, 


. HOR. WALPOLE, 


c 


fi 


aot / Monday evening. | 

You area ae. mapager of the howfe of commons, to reckon 540, 
int 65! Sndwich was more accurate in lifts, and would not have 
mifcounted 25ywhich are fomething iti,a divifion. 












eee 


LETTER LXXVII 

Strawberry -hill, Auguft 9, 1768. 

YOU are very kind, or elfe you faw into my mind, and knew that I 
have been thinking of writing to you, but had not a pen full of matter. 
True, I have been in town, but I am more likely to learn news here; 
where at leaft we have it like fifh, that could not find vent in London. I 
faw nothing there but the ruins of Loo, lady Hertford’s cribbage, and lord 
B , like’ patience on a monument, fmiling in,grief. He is totally 
ruined, and quite charmed. Yet I heartily pity him. To Virginia he can- 
not be indifferent: he muft turn their heads fome how or other. If his 


graces do not captivate them, he will enrage them to fury; for I take all 
his douceur to be enamelled qn iron, 





My life is moft uniform and void of events, and has nothing worth re- 
peatiug. Ihave not had a foul with me, but accidental company now and 
then at dinner. Lady Holdernefs, lady Ancram, lady Mary Coke, Mrs, 
Anne Pitt,,and Mr. Hume, dined here the day before.yefterday.« They 
were but juft gone, when George Selwyn, lord Bolinbroke, and fir William 
Mufgrave, who had been at Hampton-court, came in, at nine‘at night, to 


~ 






drink tea. ‘They’ told,me,’ as very glad to hear, and what T could 
not doubt, as they: it hl thasdicke st Grafton himifelf, that bithop. J 


Cornwallis goes’ to Canterbury. © © T feared it would be ——; butt feems 
he had {ecured all ‘the. back-ftairs, and ‘not the great fire: As the laft 

















head of the church* had been on the “I fuppofe good: 
had_ hopes; “and as he had been | re ent of an atheiftical club, to be fure 
Warburton did not defpair. Iwas thinking it would make a Rood article 


in the papers, that ‘threeypithops had fupped with Nancy’Parfons at Vaux- 

hall, in cheir Way to Lambeth... Tam fure —— hate been of the 

number; and ————, | who on he ¢ 

~ ‘commanded the Blues it I y the: LS va d—have 

make no feruple to. cy wher 3 chaitity. Sisal 

ane Se 

‘The king of Denmark comes: a 

him. “Tt bas coft three thoufarid eine to Loraine an apartment ‘fee 

him at St. James’ s; and now he will n not | go thither, fsppeling it would bn 
aiconfinement.¢tihede he lodge | a his own ees eee 7 





Auguftus Hervey, iditakingsit tie fick air, is i ‘to ot r a divorce 
from the Chudleigh, He atked lord B——- t’other day, who was his 
proétor,.as he as have afked for-his tayl ~ Phe nymph. has. fent him 
word, that if, ; “sara he mutt | pay her debts; and the owes 
fixteen thouf s obftacle thre 1 in the way, looks as if the 

of of Kington. c lawyers fay, it will be no 
t the was Horr s yee, and” therefore the 















cies a ee 
, ; eee ie Rie v 
made profeffor of modern 


“TD knew nothing of it till. 
ewer ‘that, Cootggigs it — 


J not think od it 
3) but ree bi in ‘more 





% ee. . . oe * i T . : yi hurry ae” 
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hurry than I am,, you thould certainly ufe it joftener, than Ido. 1 with 1 
could cure my lady A too. Ice-water has afton .effe& on my. 
ftomachs and removes all pain likea, charm. Pray, though. the one’s teeth: 
may not be fo white as formerly, nog t "other look i in perfe& health, let the 
Danith king feerfuch: good, fpecimens. of the. laft age—though,.by what I 
hear, he likes nothing but the very. prefent age. However, {ure you will 


both come atid look at him : “not that I bel Won 1s. a jot better than the 
apprentices int flirt to Epform in, a Tir -whitky 5, burl 


town, eh aCe Oe oe 









I don’t very well know wi te, fo A hear a caravan on my fiairs) 
ve are come tggee the ee e: Weeegaret is. chattering,. and the dogs 
‘ . is I. call retirement! and yet I think jit preferable to your 
Adieu! Let me know vtoags more of your motions, 







vit at  Recke 


before you go to Ireland, which I think a: a journey, and better com- 
pounded. for : and when : fee 128. tay. will fettle ui you: another 
vifit to Park-place, 9, 895) 

> Tres sity Yours ever, 


om 5. ceibial ae “ah salar WALPOLE. 


bien 


by oa 
e e Bayt oe vl July h 1769, 
YOU defired me ¥ whee Same T knew any. Poe particular. How 
particular will content you? spat _imagine La ould: fend you fuch 
hath as the livery’s petition. ome ;. a 

Chatham fatisfy you? ,Don’t bé f 
himfelf in propria perfona,. nd not, in a ftrait waiftcoat, walked into tl 
king’s levee this morning, and was in: the clofet twenty minutes, after .the 
levee ; and was to go out, of town ema: again. The dence —, ot 


this is not news. Whether he is to be. king, 
alderman, I do’ not. know ; “nor ay ‘ord more 


t ae Bias oy, 
Le igh Ms ts (fi 
my 

















* The petitionof the livery of om~ 
plaining of the unconftitutional conduét of the” lection for Midd 
king’s minifters, and the undue return of Mr, a a ove 

e 5 *) 


‘to rue Hon. HENRY SEYMOUR CONWAY. 1.3 
“Whether he.was fent. for to guard ‘St. James’ $ gate, or whether he came 
alone, like Almanzor, to ftorm it, I cannot tell: by Beckford’s violence 1 
fhould think the latter. I am-fo indifferent what he-came for, tHat I thall 
wait.till Sunday to learn 3 ‘when T lie*in town on my way to Ely. You 
will probably: hear inte’ rom _ your brother before I can* write agains -I 
fend this:by my friend Sranger', who will leave it at your park-gate 
as he goes through Hen. ne. tidy it is paft twelve, and Lam 









going to. bed. as ms ~~ % ; 
me; Yours ever, , 
ais Sg * HOR. WALPOLE: 





LET Tren penx, 
: Steawberry-bill, Tuefday Nov. 14, ate. 
{ AM here quite alone, and did not think of going to town till Friday 





- for the opera, which I have not yet feen. In compliment to you and your 


countefs I wil] make an effort, and be there on Thurfday ; and will either 
dine with you at your own houfe, or,at your. brother’ s; which you choofe. 
This is a great AFORE, and heyond my lord Temple’ $ journey to dine with 
my lord mayor*. I am {0 fick of the follies of all fides, that I am happy to 
be at quietshere, and to know no more of them than what jam forced te 
fee in the new{papers ; ale I {kip over as . as I can? 


The account y.ou give me of lady —— was = the fame as I received 
from Paris. J will how you a very particular letter I received by a private 
hand from thence; which convinces me that I guefled right, contrary to 
all the wife, that the journey to Fontainebleau would overfet inonfieur de 
Choifeul.. I think he holds but by a thread, which will fhap foon. Iam 
Jabouring hard with the duchefs * to/procure the duke of Richmond fatisfac- 
tion in sie: favour he has afked about his ducliys: at be fhall net Know 
# ‘ . 


* Author of the Biographical Hiftory’of Enghades Dm, 
* In the fecond mayoralty of William Beckford: o> 4) ¥ 
> Theduchefs of Choifeyl. aC . 
“Of Aubigné, Fe Thats 
re ee ° - 2 ‘ it 


iad 


‘ 


" And the ere 
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it till it is completed, if Ican be % cise a8 to feceed, T think T thall, 
if they do not fall immediately. 


‘ ear 
“9 


You perceive | howibideen I: ‘am, and ity Thave not written to you. I 
pafs my time in ¢lipping and’ pafting: prints "and do not think Fhave read 
forty pages fince Tcame to England. I bought a poem called Tiiacalo's 
Trip to the Jubilee; having been ftruck ith wo 


papers, 










And the cai-pletcing fie, Se 







Gad it is very lon 
about Shaketpefre, politics, and the. knows what. I am grieved that, 
with our admiration of Shakefpeare, we can do nothing but write worfe 
than ever he did. One would thinksthe age ftudied nothing but his Love’s 
labour loft, and Titus Andronicus. Politics and abufe have totally cor= 
rupted our tafte. Nobody thinks of writing a line that is to laft beyond 
the next fortnight. “We might as well be given up to controverfial divinity. 





‘ a 1 heap of unintelligible nonfenfe, 


The times put me in mind of the Conftantinopolitan empire ; where, in- 


an age of learning, the fubtleft wits of Greece contrived to leave nothing 
behind them, but the memory of their follies and acrimony. Milton did 
not write his Paradife till he had outlived his politics. With all his 
parts, and noble fentimen sof Tiberty, who would remember him for his 
barbarous profe ? Nadie’ is more true than that extremes meet. The 
licentioufnefs of the prefs makes us as favage as our Saxon anceftors, who 
could only fet theif marks; and an outragedus purfuit of individual inde= 
pendence, grounded on felfith views, extin guithes g genius as much as defpo- 
tifm does. ‘The public good of our country is never thought of by men that 
hate half their country.’ Hordes confine their ambition to be leaders of the 
mob. Ofators feck applaufé from their faGtion, not from pofterity ; and. 
minifters forget foreign enemies, to defend themfelves againft a majority in: 


parliament. When any Cafar has conquered Gaul, I will excufe him for 


aiming at the perpetual di@tature. If he has only jockeyed fomebody out of 
the borough of Veil or Falernum, it is too impudent to call himfelf a 
pateot ora Seaton Adieu! 


i , ‘ 4 


: re 7 LETTER 


i 


: take fosdne, the r2th of Auguft, when I will attend you. 


_) no-Tné Hon. HENRY SEYMOUR CONWAY. rat 


Wow 


LETTER EXXx: 


AcGiateticthenst. July 12, 1770, 


REPOSING ime my Soureled No, no, I am repofing in & much better 
tent, under the tefter of my own bed. Lam not obliged to rife by break of 
day and be drefled for the drawing-room I may faynter in my. flippers till 
dinner-time, and, not make bows till my back is as much out of joint as my 
lord Temple’s. In fhort, I thould die.of the gout or fatigfe, if I was to be 





x 


fy 


__cpolonius to a princefs for another,week', Twice a-day we made a pil- 


~ grimage to almoftt every Heathen temp iti cade province that they call a 
~ garden's and there is no*fallying out of the houfe'y ithout defcending a 
ene of fteps as high as St. Pgul’s. My lord Befbonsyetr would “hive 
ged me up to the top of the column, to fee all the. kingdoms of the 

; but T-would not, if he could have given them to me.” To crown 


all, bettie we live under the line, and that we were all of us giddy young 


creatures, of near threefcore; we fupped ina grotto,in the Elyfian fields, 
and were*refrefhed with rivers of dew and gentle fhowers that dripped from 
all the trees; and put us in mind of the heroic ages, when kings and queens 
were fhepherds and: thepherdefles, and lived im caves, and were wet to the 
fkin two or three times a-day,. Well! thank heaven, I am emerged from 
that Elyfium, and once-more in a chriftian country !—Not but, to fay the 
truth, our pagan landlord and landlady were very obliging, and the party 
went off much better than I expeéted, We had no very recent politics, 
though volumes aboyt. the’ Spanifh war ; and as_I took, cate to give every 
thing a Indicrous turn as much as I could, the princefs was diverted, the 
fix days rolled away, and the feventh is my fabbath; and I promife you I 
‘will do no manner of work, I, nor my cat, nor my dog, nor any thing that 


is mine. » For this reafon, I entreat that the journgy, to Goodwood may net 
But this ex- 


1 to Stowe has quite’ blown up» my intended one to Wentworth- 


caftle: I have ‘hot refolution enough»left ‘for fuch a journey. Will you and 
2 come to Strawberry before or after Goodwood ? I know you 
home.as little as I do;,therefore yoy fhall place 


Eo vifit juft when} it is. moft convenient. to you. ; 





like. 5 


: Mre Walpole eiticen for a week at Stowe, the feat of carl Templ¢, with a party invited to 
geet her royal highnefs the late Princefs Amelia. ! 
: “ye ‘came 


* 
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I came to town the night before laft, and am juft returning. ‘There are 
Le not twenty people in all London. Are not you in defpair about the 
fummer ?, It is horrid to be*"ruijned in coals in June and July. Adieu! 


Yours ever, 


HOR. WALPOLE. 

* tia oss - 
aka. nee 

LETTER LXXXL 
iy = ae . Arlington-ftreet, Chriftmas day. ~ _ 
IF 7 pea ver grow’, it muft be in fuch a foaking feafon as this, 
J with For-woujHend half-a-dozen by fome Henley barge to,.meet me next 
Saturday, at Strawberry-hill, that they thay be as tall as the monument by 
next fummer. My cafcades give themfelves the airs of cataraéts, and mae 
Clive looks like the fun rifing out of the ocean... Poor Mr. Raftor * 
tired to death of their folitude ; and as his paffion is walking, he talks with 
rapture of the brave rows of lamps allalong the ftreets, juft as I ufed for- 
merly to. think no trees beautiful without lamps to them, like thofe at 
Vauxhall. 


As I came to town but to dinner, and have not feen a foul, I do not 
know whether thefe is any news. I am juft going to the princefs*, where 
I fhall hear all there is. I went to king Arthur on Saturday, and was'tired 
to death, both ef the nonfenfe of the. piece and the execrable petformance, 
the fingers being ftill worfe than the a€tors. _ The fcenes are little better 
(though Garrick boafts of riv. alling the Fretich opera), except a pretty 
bridge, and a gothic church with windows of painted glafs. This {cene, 
which fhould = a barbarous temple of Woden, is a erfect cathedral, and. 
the devil officiates at a kind of high maf$! I never x be 





en ay 


* The firft poplar-pine (or, a8 they have + Brother to Mrs, Clive, “ie ial sale an 
fince been called, Lombardy poplar) planted in aétor himfelf, and, when his fifter from. 
England is thavat Park-place, on the bank of the ftage, lived with her in the houfe Mr. Wale 
the river near the great arch. It was a.cutting pole had given her at Twickenham. E. 
brought from ‘Turin ‘by the late lord Rochford 
iw his carriage, and planted by came! Con- * The late princefs Amelia, 

E. ere ae) 


way’s own hand. “gegen es 
LETTER 
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LETTER -LXXxi. 


e 
Arlington-ftret, Dee. 29, 1770. 


THE trees* came fafe: I thank you for them: they are gone to Straw- 
berry, and I am going to plant them. This paragraph would fot call 
for a letter, but | aeditiews for you of importance enough to dignify a 
difpatch. The duc de Choifeul is fallen! The exprefs 4 al lord Har- 
court* arrived yefterday morning; the event happened lait Monday night, 
and the courier fet out fo diomediately, that not many particulars are 
yet known. The duke wa? allowed but threg hours to prepare himfelf, 


' and ordered to retire to his feat at Chanteloup : but fome letters fay, 1 


ira’plus loin. T'he due de Praflig is banifhed too, and Chatelet is for- 
bidden to vifit Choifeul. Chatelet was to have had the marine; and Iam 
fure is no lofs to us. The chevalier de Muy is made fecretary of ftate « 
pour la guerre >~and it is concluded that the duc d’Aiguillon is prime- 
minifter, but was not named fo in the firfthurry. There! there is a revolu- 
tion! there is a new fcene opened! Will it advance the war? Will it make 
peace? Thefe are the queftions all mankind is’ afking. ‘This whale has 
{wallowed up all gudgeon-queftions. Lord Harcourt writes, that the 
d’Aiguillonifts had officioufly taker opportunities of affuring him, that 
if they prevailed it would be peace; but in this country we know that op- 
ponents turned minifters can change their language. It is added, that the 
morning of Choifeul’s banifhment, ‘the king faid to him, Monfieur, je vous 
ai dit que je ne. voylois pas fa guerre. Yet how does t is agree with 
Francés’s? eager proteftation’s that Chdifeul’s fate depended on preferying 
the peace? How does it agree with the comptroller-general’s offer of 
finding funds for the war, and_ of Choifeul’s proving he-could not ?—But 
how. reconcile half the politics one hears ?+De Guifnes and Francés fent 
their exeufes to the duchefs of Argyll laft night; and I fuppote the 
Spaniards too, for none of them were there. —Well! I fhall let all this 
buftle cool for two days; for what Englifhman does not facrifice any 
thing toggo his Saturday out of town !—And yet I am very much interett- 
ed in i event ; I feel much for madame de Choifeul, though nothing 


® The Lombardy popts "Then the chargé des affaires from the French, 


* hin ae cnbaldor st Patis. a court in London. ‘ 
‘ Py oF 


SAT re eG REIN ET OS RA ETE bes hig nite 
“ah ? 


* aa: 
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\ for her Corfican hufband; but I am in the utmoft anxiety for my dear old 


fiend’, who paffed every evening with the duchefs, and was thence in 
great credit; and what is worfe, though nobody I think can be favage 
enough to take away her penfion, fhe may find great difficulty to get it 
paid—and then Ker poor heart is fo good and warm, that this blow on her 
friends, at’ her great age, may kill her. I have had no letter, nor had laft 
poft— whether it was ftopped, or whether fhe apprehended the event, as 
I imagine—for every body obferved, on Tuefday night, at your brother's, 
that Francés cduld not open his mouth, In fhort, I am‘moft ferioufly 
alarmed about her. 


“~.. 
° —e 


You have feen in the papers the defigned arrangements in the law, -~ 
They now fay there is fome hitch’; but I fuppofe it turns on fome de- 
mands, and fo will be got 6ver by their ‘being g granted. 


Mr. Mafon, the bard, gave me yefterday the inclofed- memorial, and 
begged I would recommend it to you. It is in favour of a very ingeni- 
ous painter. Adieu! the fun fhines brightly; but it is one o’clock, and it 
will be fet before I get to Twickenham. 


Yours ever, 


HOR. WALPOLEx 





SS 
© yale 


LETS ER LXXXIIL 
Paris, July 30, 1971. 


1 DO not know where you are, nor where this will find you, nor when 
it will fet out to feek you, as I am not certain by whom I fhall fend it. 
It is of little confequence, as I have nothing material to tell you, but what 
you probably may haye heard, a : ‘ 
F ~~ 
The diftrefs here is incredible, efpecially at court. The king’s tradef- 
men are ruined, his: fervants ftarving, and» even angels and archangels 


* Madame la marquife du Deffand. * 
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cannot: get their penfions and falaries, but fing Woe! woe! woe! in- 
ftead° of .Hofannahs.. Compiegne. is abandoned; Villiers-coterets and 
Chantilly’ crowded, and Chanteloup* till more in fathion, whither ev ery 
body goes that pleaies ; though, when they afk leave, the antwer is, Te te 
le defends nile permets. This is the firft time that ever the will of a king 
of France was interpreted againit, his inclination. Yet, after annihilating 
his parliament, and ruining public credit, he tamely. fubmits to be affront- 
ed by his own fervants; .Mad,.de,Beauveau and two or three high-fpirited 
dames. defy this czar of Gaul. Yet they and their cabaleare as ‘incon- 
fiftent on the other hand. They make epigrams, fing vaudevilles againft 
the miftrefs, hand about libels ‘againtt the chancellor, and have ne more 
“effect than a tky-rocket ; but in three months will dic to go to court, and 
to be invited to fup with madame du Barry, The only real ftruggle i is be- 
tween the chancellor? and the duc @’Aiguillon. ‘The firft is falfe, bold, 
determined, and not fiibjeét to little qualms. The other is lefs known, 
communicates himfelf to nobody, is fufpected of deep policy and deep 
defigns, but feenisto intend to fet out under a mafk of very {mooth -var- 
nith ; for he has juft obtained the payment of all his bitter enemy la Cha- 
lotais’s penfions and arrears. He has the advantage too of being but mo- 
derately detefted in comparifon of his rival, and, what he values more, the 
intereft of the miftrefs*, The comptroller-general * ferves both, by acting 
mifchief more fenfibly felt ; for he ruins every body but thofe who pur- 
chafe a refpite from his miftrefs. He difpenfes bankruptcy by retail, and 
will fall, becaufe he cannot even by thefe means be ufeful enough. They 
are ftriking off nine snillions, from la‘ caiffe militaire, five from the marine, 
and one from the affaires ctrangeres ; yet all this will ngt extricate them. 
You never faw a great nation.in fo difgraceful a pofition, Their next 
profpe is not better ; ee 3 ells on an Imbecille, noth in mind and body, 
So ee July 31. 
“Mr. ©. Churchill and my fi " (ter fet out to- rahe after, fapper, and I fhall dead 
this letter by them. . There are no new books, no new plays, no new novels ; 


*) Thee y palaces’ of the ake of Orleans which, on his ‘alt ing to be firft minitter, he was 
and the prine » sp mae who were in difgrace banifhed by the king. sis g 
at: court, for having efpoufed the caufe of the 3 Maupou, wy rade rime tl Bes 
parliament of Paria | bandied by | the chancellor “4 Madame, du Barry. 
‘Maupou. 5 5 The abbé Terai. 
“@ The “eg feat of the’ dug de Choifeul, to 
“ ¥oIw WV. , U , nay, 


- 
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nay, no new fafhions, They have dragged old m'* le Maure out of a re- 

treat of thirty years, to fingat the Colifée, which is a moft gaudy Rane- 

lagh, gilt, painted, and be-cupided like an opera, but not calculated to lait 
as long as Mother Colifeum, being compofed of chalk and pafteboard. 

Rownd it are courts of treillage, that ferve for nothing, and behind it a canal, 

very like ahorfe-pond, on which there are fireworks and jufts. All together 

it is very pfetty ; but as there are few nabobs aud nabobefles in this coun- 

try, and as the middling and common people are not much richer than 

Job when he had loft every thing but his patience, the preprictors are on 

the point of being ruined, unlefs the project takes place that is talked of. 
It is, to oblige Corneille, Racine, and Moliege to hold their tongues twice 
a-week, that their audien¢es may goto the Colifée. This is like our parlia- 

ment’s adjourning when fenators want to go to Newmarket. There is a 

monfieur Guillard writing a hiftory*of the rivalité de la France et de 

l’Angleterre.—I hope he will not omit this parallel. 


The inftance of their. poverty that {trikes me moft, who make political 
obfervations by the thermometer of baubles, is, that-there is nothing new. 
in their fhops. I know the faces of every {nuff-box and every tea-cup as 
well as thofe of madame du Lac and monfieur Poirier. I have chofen iome 
cups and faucers for my lady A » as fhe ordered me, but I cannot 
fay they are at all extraordinary. I have befpoken two cabriolets for her, 
inftead of fix, becaufe I think them very dear, and that fhe may have four 
more if fhe likes them. I fhall bring too a fample of a baguette that fuits 
them. Formyielf, between ceconomy and the want of novelty, I have not 
Jaid out five guineas—a very memorable anecdote th the hiftory of my life. 
Indeed, the czarina and I have a little difpute: the has offered to purchafe 
the whole Crozat colleétion of piétures, at which 1 had intended to ruin 
myfclf. The Turks take her for it!—A-propos, they are fending from 
hence fourfcore officers to Poland, each of whom I fuppofe, like Almanzor, 
can ftamp with his foot and raife an army. “ 





As my fifter travels like a Tartar prince. with her whole horde, the will 
arrive tgo late almoft for me to hear from you in return to: this letter 
which in truth requires no anfwer, va que I fhall fet out myfelf on the 
26th of Auguft. You will not imagine that I am glad to fave myfelf the 
pleafure of hearing from you, but I would not give you the trouble of 


. writing 
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writing unnecefiarily, If you are at home, and not in Scotland,. you will =. 
judge by thefe dates where to find me. Adieu! 


» 
Yours ever, 


HOR, WALPOLE, 


P. S. Inftead of reftoring the Jefuits, they are proceeding to annihilate 
the Celefline, Auguftines, and fome other orders. ’ 


— 








er 


g . 
LE TT £R ’LXXXIV. 
i Paris, Aug. 11, 1771, 
YOU will have feen, 1 hope, before now, that 1 have not neglected 
writing to you. I fent youa letter by my fifter, but doubt fhe has been a 
great while upormtke road, as they travel with a large family, I was not 
fure where you was, aad would not write at random by the poft. 


1 was juit going out when I received yours and thé newfpapers. I was 
ftruck in a moft fenfible manner, when, after reading your letter, I faw in 
the newfpapers that Gray" is dead! So-very ancient an intimacy, and, { 
fuppofe, the natural reflection to felf on lofing a perfon but a year older, 
made me abfolutely ftart in my chair. It feemed more a corporal than a 
mental blow; and yet I am exceedingly concerned for him, and every body 
mutt be fo for the lofs of fuch.a genius. He called on me but two or three 
days before I came hither; he tomplained of being ill, and talked of the 
gout in his ftomach—but I expeéted his death no more than my own—and 
yet the fame death will probably be mine,—I am full of all thefe reflections 
—but fhall not attrift you with them :—only dp not,wonder that my letter 
will be fhort, whén my mind is fall of what I do not give vent to. It was 
but Jaft night that I was thinking how few perfons laft, if one lives to be 
old, to whom one can talk without referve. It is impoffible to be intimate 
_ * with the» g, becaufe they and the old cannot converfe on the fame com- 
mon tops; andof the old that furvive, there are few one can commence 
a fsiendfhip with, ‘becaufe one has probably all one’s life defpifed their 


oy Yee +94 Thomas Gray, the pect. 


4 


Hees . Qe hearts. 


148 LETTERS rrom THE Hon. HORACE: WALPOLE 


* _ hearts or their underftandings.. Thefe are ‘the “fteps sai haa one 
paffes to the unenviable lees of life ! 





~ I am very forry for the ftate of poor lady B . It prefages ill. She- 
“Nad a profpcé of long happinefs.- Opium is a very falfe friend. 


I will geé you Bougainville’s book.—I think itis on the Falkland Ifes, - 
for it cannot be on thofe, juft difcovered; but’as 1 fet out to-morrow 
fe’nnight, and probably may have no opportunity fooner, of fending i it, I wall 
bring it myfelf, Adieu! ~ 

, Yours ever, 


\ . HOR. WALPOLE.. 


————— 


r LETTER LXxXxXv, 


deme tide, September +7, 177% 


I ARRIVED yefterday within an hour or twoafter you was-gone, which, 
mortified me exceedingly; lord knows when I fhall fee you... You are fo 
a¢tive and fo bufy, and caft bullets" and build bridges, are pontifex maxi, 
mus, and, like fir John Thorold or Cimon, 





triumph over land and wave,. 


that one cai never get a word with you. “Yet lam very well worth a — 
general’s or a pélitician’ s ear, eI have bten deep in all. the fecrets of 
France, and confidant of fome of the principals of both parties. I know 
what is, and is to be, though I am neither prieft. nor conjyrer—and have 
heard a vaft deal abowt breaking earabiniers and ernpadicne. though, as 


* Mr. Conway was now at the head of the ordnance, on lord Granby's refignation, to Mr. 
ordnance, but with the title and appointments Conway, who is only lieutenant-general of it. 
of licutenant-general only, The particular cir-- He faid he ‘had lived in friendfhip with lord 
cumftances attending this, are thus tecorded in* ‘Granby, and would not profit by pis fpoils: but | 
a letter of Mr. Walpole’s to-another corre- as he thought he could do fome ehintial fervice 
{pondent at the time, and deferve tobe known. E. in the office, where there are many abufes ; if 

his majelty would be pleafed to let him continue 
* January, 1770. as he is, he would do the bufinefs of the office 

“The king offered the mafterfhip of the withowt adcepting the falary.”° > 
ufual, 
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ufual, I dare to fay I thall give a woful account of both. The wortt part 
is, that by the moft horrid oppreffion and injuftice their finances will very 
foon be in good order—unlefs fome bankrupt turns Ravaillac, which will 
not furprife me. The horror the nation has conceived of the king and 
chancellor, makes it probable that the latter, atleaft, will be facrificed, 
feems not-to be without apprehenfion, and has removed from the king’s 
library a MS, trial of a chancellor who was condemned to be hanged. 
under Charles VII.—For the king, qui a fait fes épreuves, and not to his 
honour, you ‘will not wonder that he lives in terrors, ’ 





’ T have executed all lady A *s commiffions; but mind,I do not 
commiffion you'to tell her, for you would certainly forget it. ) 


As you will no doubt\come to town to report who burnt Portfmouth, I 
will meet youhere, if I am apprifed of the day. Your niece’s marriage * 
pleafes me extremely. Though I never faw him till Jaft night, I know a 
great deal of her futur, and like his charaéter. His perfon is much better 
than I expected, and far preferable to many of the fine young moderns. 





He is better than fir ——, at leaft as well as the duke of — » and 
Adonis compared to the charming Mr. ———. Adieu! 
LETTER LXXXVI. 
bd » 
. ‘ Lata Strawberry-hill, January 7, 1772. 


YOU have read of my calamity without knowing it, and will pity me 
when you do. I have been blown up; my caftle is blown up; Guy 
Fawkes has been about my houfe; and the fifth of November has fallén on 
the 6th of January! In fhort, nine thoufand powder-mills broke loofe 
yefterday morning on Hounflow-heath ; a whole {quadron of them came 
hither, and have broken eight of my painted-glafs windows : anc the nerth 
fide of the caftlé looks as if it had ftood a fiege. The two faints in the hall 
have ffiered martyrdom ! they have had their bodies cut off, and nothing 
remains but their’ heads.» The two next -great fufferers are indecd two of 


fince earl of Grandifon. 


+ The olptage of lady Gertrude Seymour Conway to lord Villiers, “4 
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the leat valuable, being the paflage windows to the library and great 
parlour-—a fine pane is demdlithed in the round room; and the window by 


the gallety is damaged. Thofe in the cabinet and Holbein-roont, and 
gallery, and blue-room, and green-clofet, &c. have efcaped.’ As the ftorm 
~éame from the north-weft, the china-clofet was not touched, nor a cup fell 


down, ‘The bow-window of brave old coloured giafs, at Mr, Hindley’s, is 
maffaered; And all the north fides of ‘Twickenham- and Brentford are 


fhattered. At Sondon it was proclaimed an earthquake, and half the in- 


habitants ran into the ftreet. 


. 

As lientenant-general of the ordnance, I muft befeech you to give ftrid 
orders that no more powder-mills may blow up. My aunt, Mrs, Kerwood, 
reading bone day in the papers that’a diftiller’s had been burnt by the head of 
the ftill flying off, faid, fhe wondered ¢ehey did not make an act of parlia~ 
ment againft the heads of ftills flying off. Now, I hold it much eafier for 
you to do a body this fervice; and would recommend ‘to: your confidera- 
tion, whether it would not be pradent to have all mafaZihes of powder 
kept under water till they are wanted for fervice. In the mean time, I 
expect a penfion to make me amends for what I have fuffered under the 
government. Adieu! 

Yours, all that remains of me, 


HOR. WALPOLE. 





: LETTER LXXXVIL - 
Strawberry-hill, Monday June 22, 1772» 


IT is lucky that I have had no dealings with Mr. F——; for, if he had 
ruined me, as he has half the world, I could -not have rwa away. | I tired 
myfelf with walking on Friday; the gout came on Saturday in my foot; 
yefterdey I kept my bed till four o’clock, and my room/all day—but, with 
wrapping myfelf all over with bootikins, I have fearce had any pain—my foot 
{welled immediately, and to-day Iam defeended into the blyeth and 


‘ greenth*; and though you expeé to find that I am paving the way to an 


* Cant words of Mr. wrists for blue and green, He means, that he came out of his room te 
od MOTT ink Yond Ts. Vea 


the blue tky and green fields. 


“ i excufe, 


ad 
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- 
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excufe, I think, thall be able to be with you on Saturday. All I intend to 
excufe myfelf from, is walking. I fhould certainly never have the gout, if 
I had loft the ufe of my fect, Cherubims that have no legs, and do no- 
thing -but ftick their chins in a cloud and fing, are never out of order. 


Exercife is the worft thing in the world, and as bad an jnvention as guns’ 


powder, 


A-propos to Mr. F———, here is a paflage ridiculoufly applicable to him, 
that I met with yefterday’in the letters of Guy Patin: ‘ Jl n’y a pas long 
tems qu’un auditeur des cofmptes nommé mont. Nivelle fit banqueroute ; 
et tout fraichement, c’eft-a-dire depuis trois jours, un treforier dgs parties 
cafuelles; nommé Sanfon, en a fait autant; et pour vous montrer, iqu'il eft 
vrai que res humane faciunt circulum, comme il a eté autrefois dit par Plato 
et par Ariftote, celuy-la.s’en retoume d’ow il vient. I! eft fils d’un paifan ; 
ila eté laquais de fon. premier metier, et aujourd’hur il.n’eft plus rien, fi non 
qu'il lui refte une affez belle femme.”——I do not think I can find in Patin 
or Plato, nay, fAér in Ariftotle, though.he wrote about. every thing, a 
parallel cafe to —— ’s: there are advertifed to be fold. more annuities 
of his and his fociety, to the amount of five hundred thoufand pounds a 
year! I wonder what he will do next, when he has fold the eftates of all 
his friends! 





I have been reading the moft delightful book im the world, the lives of 
Leland, Tom Hearne, and Antony Wood.. The laft’s diary makes a thick 
volume in oGtavo, One entry is, “ This day Old Joan beggn to make my 
bed.” In the ftory of-Leland,is an examination of a free mafon, written by 


the hand of king Henry VI. with notes by Mr. Locke. Free-mafonry, . 


Henry VI. and Locke, makéa ftrange heterogeneous olio; but that is not all. 
The refpondent, who defends the myftery of mafonry,fays it was brought into 
Europe by the Venetians—he means the Phenicians*~And who do you think 
propagated it? Why, one Peter Gore —And who do you think that was?— 


‘One Pythagoras, Pythagore.—I do not know whether it is not ftill more ex- 


traordinary, that this and the reft of the nonfenfe in that account made 


"Mr. Logke determine to be a free-mafon: fo would I too, if I could expect 


to hear of more Peter Gores. 


Pray tell lady Lyttelton that I fay fhe will certainly kill herfelf if ae 
me ets 


1 x52 LETTERS from rue Hon. HORACE WALPOLE : 


» lets lady A drag her twice .a day to feed the pheatantsssand “you make 
her climb. aids and clamber over. mountains, She has a tractability that 
alarms ute for her; and-if fhe does not pluck up_a, {pirit and® determine 

a ee never to bejput out of her own way, I do not know what may. be the con- 
“quence. 1 will come and fet-her an example of immoveability, Take 
notice, I do not fay one civil fyllable to lady A——. She has not pafied.a a 
‘whole day here thefe two years, She is always. very gracious, fays the will 
come when .you will fix a time, as. if you governed, and. then, puts. it off 
whenever it is peopofed, nor ‘will {pare onerfingle® day from Ra -place-as 
if other people were not as partial to their ows? Park-places! . Adieu! -. 





1 ia amas ahi ag chee 
‘ Yours ‘ever, - ee 


us Hon seateote 

“ / TPuelday ‘noon. 

T wrore my letter laft night; this morning I received yours, and fhall 

wait till Sunday, as you bid me, which will be more canyenient for my 

gout, though not for other engagements ; but T fhall ‘obey the fuperior, «as 
nullum tempus occurrit regi et. podagra. 


LETDTER LXXXvur 
Arlington-ftreet, Augult 30, 1773, 


IT RETURNED laft night from Houghton $ where multiplicity of bufi- 
nefs detained me féur days. longer ‘than I inttuded, and where I found a 
fcene infinitely more mortifying than I expected; though I certainly did 
not. go with a profpect of finding a land flowing with milk and Lear ay 
cept the piétures, whichare ig the. fineft preferyation, ‘and the w, ae 
are become forefts, all the reft is ruin, defolation, confufi ion, lifor 
mortgages, fales, pillage, villainy, wafte, folly, and madnefs. H don Be 
lieve that five thoufand pounds would put the houfe and | buildings int good 
repair, The nettles and brambles in’ the park are” up to your thouldere ) 
horfes have been turned into the garden, and banditti, lodged i in celery ‘cot- 






< Where he had gone during the —. of his’ oe George ca of Orford, to ‘endeavour 
to fetthe and arrange his affairs. we gh Sade i: at iG et 


3 | tage. 
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tage, ‘The perpetuity of ‘livings that come up to the park-pales have been 
fold—and every ‘farm let for half its value. In thort, you know how much 
family-pride"l have—and-confequently may judge how’ much I have been 
moftified!—Nor do I tell-you half, or near the worft circum*tances. 
have juft {topped the torrent—and that is all, 1 am very uncertain whether’ 
I muit not fling up the truft; and fome of the difficulties in my: way feem 
unfurmountable, and too, dangerous not to alarm even my zal; fince 1 
muft not ruin myfelf, and hurt thofe for whom I mutt feel too, only to 
reftore a family that will end with myfelf, and to retrieve zn ftntes. vg te 
which Tam not mare ever to receive the leait advantage, i, 
ih oh 

if you will fettle with the C-- s your ; aS to Chalten, a wd will 
let'me know the day, I will endeavour to mect you there; I hope/it will 
not be till next week. 1 am overWhelmed with bufinefs—but indeed J 
kuow not when I thall be otherwife! I with you joy of this endlefs {ummer. 














LETTER LXXxIix, C 
Strawberry-hill, June 23, 17°74. 


THAVE ee to ap uaiaehs is the beft reafon in the world for writing; 
for one mutt have a great regard for any body one writes to, when one be 
gins a letter neither on ceremony nor bufinefs. You are feeing armies *, 
who are always in fine order and: great {pirits when they are in cold blood: 
: am forry you thought it worth while to realife what I thould have thought 
have feen in your mind's eye.* However, I hope you will be 
auioeatana: pleated » with viewing heroes, both in their autumn and their 
bud. “Vienna will be anew fight ; fo will the Auftrian eagle and its two 
heads... I thould like > feeing t too, if any fairy would pyefent me with a cheft 
hy: aoe fly up into the air by touching a peg, and tranfport me whither 

1 pleated ‘in an inftant: but roads, anid inns, and.dirt are terrible draw- 

nn my curiofity, I grow fo old, or fo indolent, that I {carce ftir from 
3 an the dread of - gout mikes me almoft as mucha Pa as a 










1 Mr, Conway wat a eres = ter BA Ae ctty ieee Flanders, Comey Proffia, 
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